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Public land acquisition:

New hope for saving more
of Maine’s natural lands

Early in this century, Governor
Percival Baxter tried to convince the
Maine Legislature to buy the land
around Mount Katahdin and make it a
state park. Frustrated at the Legislature’s
unwillingness to appropriate the money,
Baxter himself finally bought over
200,000 acres there and donated them
to the state. Today, Baxter State Park is
one of Maine’s most cherished wilder
ness tracts.
In many ways, The Nature Conservancy
has been following in Governor Baxter’s
footsteps, steadily acquiring Maine’s
most important natural areas through the
efforts and generosity of private citizens.
And though we have much to show for
our efforts—over $1 million worth of
land saved annually in recent years—it
would be irresponsible to think that
private resources alone could ever fill the
need completely.
The concept of public land acquisition
has never been as strong in Maine as
elsewhere. This is largely because many
private landowners, especially the forest

products companies that own most of the
northern part of the state, have tradi
tionally allowed the public access to their
lands for camping, hiking, hunting,
fishing and other recreational pursuits.
But as more and more of Maine’s lands
are subdivided and closed off to the
public, Maine citizens are quickly losing
the natural areas and open space that
define the quality of life in Maine.
The pressure on Maine’s public lands is
becoming intense. A look at a few
statistics makes this all too clear. Each
year, an estimated 20,000 people climb
Mount Katahdin; four million visit
Acadia National Park. Of the state’s 74
miles of beaches, less than 16 miles are
accessible to the public. In York,
Cumberland, Franklin, Lincoln and
Kennebec counties, there are less than 15
acres of federal or state recreational land
for each 1,000 people.
Last summer, a blue-ribbon Commis
sion on Outdoor Recreation assessed the
status of outdoor recreation in Maine.
After public hearings throughout the
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state, the commission concluded that
immediate and decisive action was needed
to protect Maine’s best remaining natural
lands before they are lost. The commis
sion pointed out that Maine ranks near
the bottom of all states in public acreage
as a percent of total land area and on a per
capita basis. In light of unprecedented
development rates and skyrocketing land
prices, the panel voted overwhelmingly to
recommend that a $50 million bond issue
be passed for state acquisition of high
priority natural areas.
Over the past few months, the Con
servancy has been working with commis
sion members, legislative leaders and
fellow conservation groups on proposals
to fulfill the Commission’s recommenda
tion. Legislation has now been introduced
which would provide a $50 million bond
issue for state acquisition of high priority
natural areas, wildlife habitats and
recreational lands. The bonds would be
sold over a period of five years.
Companion legislation, still in the draft
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the director's corner
by J Mason Morfit, executive director

Chapter members who reside yearround in Maine will soon receive letters
urging them to support a proposed $50
million public land acquisition bond
issue. This bond issue, now before the
113th Maine Legislature, is described in
detail in this issue.
This is perhaps the first time in the
Chapter’s history that the membership
has been asked to support a legislative
initiative. We are doing so now because
we believe the need for public land
acquisition in Maine has reached crisis
proportions.
Within the last several years, two
trends have coincided with devastating
impact. On the one hand, public funding
for land acquisition has virtually dried up.
In the late 70s, the state of Maine received
up to $3 million per year for land
acquisition from the federal Land and
Water Conservation Fund (LAWCON),
which enabled the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service to make substantial additions to
the federal estate in Maine.
Currently, the state is receiving only
$300,000 from LAWCON. State land
acquisition activity (apart from land
exchanges) has become almost negligible,
and federal land purchases have become
extremely rare.
Simultaneously, development pres
sures in Maine have increased to un
precedented levels. Most of the action is
in coastal communities within 50 miles of
Portland, several of which have refused to
issue additional building permits while
they attempt to get the situation under
control. But the pressure is on in more
remote areas as well: isolated offshore
islands are being subdivided; north
woods sporting camps are being turned
into condominiums; prime lake and river
frontage is being leased to private
syndicates in township-sized units, then
closed to public access.
Suddenly, people are discovering that
Maine ranks near the bottom of all states
in terms of public lands as a percentage of
total land area; that much of the outdoor
recreation activity in "Vacationland”
depends upon the decreasingly tolerant
attitudes of private landowners; and that
many of Maine’s most valuable natural

areas are "protected” by no more than
benign neglect and a heretofore low level
of economic activity.
Last year, the question of public land
acquisition was separately examined from
two quite different perspectives: by a
gubernatorial commission of prominent
private citizens and legislative leaders
concerned with outdoor recreation and
Maine’s tourism industry; and by state
planning technicians concerned with the
adverse cumulative impacts of unguided
economic growth. Each group indepen
dently came to the conclusion that the
state of Maine needed to begin investing
heavily in public lands, before the best of
what’s still left of Maine’s exceptional
natural heritage is lost forever.
The proposed $50 million public land
acquisition bond issue is the culmination
of these two studies. Its passage has been
adopted as a high priority objective by all
the major conservation organizations in
Maine, as well as the leading sportsmen’s
group. It is gaining support from a broad
spectrum of Maine’s leading citizens as
well as representatives of major civic and
business organizations. It has obtained
early sponsorship from key legislative
leaders. And in discussions with several
cabinet-level state administrative officials,
we have yet to encounter one who has
expressed serious reservations about the
basic thrust of the initiative.
We believe the time has come for a
major new public commitment to the
protection of Maine’s best remaining
natural areas. They are quickly being lost
to development; once lost, they are
irretrievable. The Nature Conservancy
and other private conservation organiza
tions can and will continue to offer an
important part of the solution, but we
clearly can’t do the job alone. We hope
the proposed $50 million public land
acquisition bond will have your support.

Recreation &. Natural Heritage Fund Bill

PUBLIC HEARING
->
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/ ’ Call Kent Wommack, 729-5181
f
for more information.

The Conservancy has acquired key
properties for state and federal wildlife
refuges, protecting habitat for seabirds and
waterfowl like this black duck.

Public land acquisition
From page one
stages, would set up a special Recreation
and Natural Heritage Board to administer
use of the bond monies. Working in
cooperation with state agencies, this
board would be responsible for deter
mining land acquisition priorities and for
allocating bond monies among the
various state agencies.
One particularly important aspect of
the Recreation and Natural Heritage Fund
bill is a provision that encourages joint
protection efforts between state agencies
and private, nonprofit organizations like
the Conservancy. The legislation recom
mends matching state bond monies with
private donations whenever possible.
This will allow the state and private
groups (or local towns) to pool their
purchasing power on important parcels.
As an organization committed to the
protection of natural lands, and the
threatened plants, animals and natural
communities sheltered on them, the
Conservancy does not frequently become
involved in legislative issues. However, it
is clear that major public financing will be
essential if we truly want to protect
Maine’s remaining natural areas.
The Conservancy has joined forces
with a broad coalition of business, civic,
conservation and legislative leaders to
work for passage of the Recreation and
Natural Heritage Fund bill. This type of
legislation, which has already passed in 15
other states, represents a unique chance to
work together toward a common goal of
great importance.
Leaders throughout the state have
already voiced their enthusiatic support
for this bold new approach to saving
Maine’s natural landscape. With Gover
nor Baxter’s gift to serve as inspiration,
this initiative could mark the beginning of
a bright new future for the protection of
Maine’s most special places.
by Kent Wommack
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William Blair elected
Chapter trustee
The trustees of the Maine Chapter have
elected William D. Blair, Jr., of Vinalhaven and Chevy Chase, Maryland, to the
Chapter Board of Trustees.
Having begun his affiliations with the
Conservancy as a trustee of its Maryland
Chapter, Blair subsequently served on the
Conservancy’s National Board of Gover
nors for eight years, from 1972 to 1980,
including a term as chairman from 1975
to 1977. He then served as president from
1980 until his retirement from that
position earlier this year.
Under Blair’s leadership, The Nature
Conservancy completed more than 2,000
land protection projects—preserving
approximately one million acres of
beautiful and threatened natural lands
throughout the United States. In Maine,
this translates into 23,000acresprotected,
including Great Duck Island, the ButlerMarshall Preserve, Great Wass Island,
Larrabee Heath, Crystal Bog, and Crock
ett Cove.
Before joining the Conservancy as
president, Blair was employed in the U.S.
State Department for 21 years, including
10 years as Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Public Affairs. In 1980, he was awarded
the State Department’s highest honor for
distinguished public service. Blair also

worked as a journalist and foreign
correspondent for many years, serving as
Newsweek bureau chief in Paris, France
and Bonn, West Germany.
"Bill Blair is one of this country’s great
conservation leaders,” said Jon Roush,
Chairman of the Conservancy’s National
Board of Governors. "He has cham
pioned the cause of biological conserva
tion and achieved unparalleled results
throughout the nation and the world.”
Chapter chair Ellen Wells of Falmouth
echoed Roush’s praise. "We are honored
to have Bill Blair serve as a trustee of the
Maine Chapter. His energy and experi
ence, combined with his love of Maine
and the natural world, will be an
inspiration to us all.”
Having taken a couple of months of
well-earned vacation, Bill Blair is busy
working on several articles and speeches
on conservation topics. He is planning on
moving into his new home on Vinalhaven
in late April.

establish an official list of the state’s
endangered plants. This list is now being
developed with the help of a Technical
Advisory Committee that includes
Heritage botanist Amy Forrester, stew
ardship director Barbara Vickery, bio
logical consultant and former Chapter
trustee Sally Rooney, and IF&W Non
game Program director and Chapter
trustee Al Hutchinson, along with a
number of other experienced botanists
from around the state.
The committee’s first task is to
establish specific criteria and guidelines
for designation of plants as endangered,
threatened or of special concern. SPO
consultants Dr. Christopher Campbell
and Alison Dibble of the University of
Maine will then develop a list of candidate
species, using information from TNC’s
Natural Heritage Program data base and
other sources, for the committee to
review. The list will be ready for public
review in six months.

Botanical society meeting

Least tern and piping plover
monitors needed

The northeast section of the Botanical
Society of America will hold its annual
field meeting in Gorham, Maine, June 21
through 25. Participants will explore
southern Maine on field trips, led by TNC
staff Barbara Vickery and Lissa Widoff,
among others, to botanical hot spots such
as the Kennebunk Plains, Saco Heath and
Morse Mountain preserves.

Volunteers are needed to help monitor
the least tern and piping plover colonies at
Seawall Beach-Morse Mountain on sunny
weekends during June and July. We also
need people in mid-May to help install
fencing around the colonies. If you are
interested, please contact Barbara Vickery
at the Chapter office, 729-5181.

Operation Wildflower
On May 27, the Bar Harbor Garden
Club will host an all-day workshop on
wildflowers in Maine. The day will
include a slideshow lecture on rare plant
conservation by Chapter stewardship
director Barbara Vickery, workshops on
wildflower propagation and highway
plantings, and a field trip to the Wild
Gardens of Acadia.
For more information contact Penny
Longmaid, Box 765, "Invermeade,”
Southwest Harbor, ME 04679.

Endangered plant listing
process underway
In March of 1986, the Legislature
authorized the State Planning Office to

Volunteer
for Maine!
We need volunteers who are willing
to help get the proposed $50 million
bond issue for public land acquisition
passed in the Legislature.
Anyone who is interested in volun
teering some time to this important
effort, please call or write Kent
Wommack, Associate Director, at the
Chapter office—(207) 729-5181.
Also, please watch your mail for
news about the bond issue and what
we can do to help!
Maine Legacy, April 1987 — 3

Big Reed Pond deadline draws near

Ruth Ann Hill

With the Big Reed campaign deadline
just weeks away, the tremendous financial
commitment required to acquire and
protect this wilderness forest is upper
most in everyone’s mind. The Chapter
must raise $1.1 million to complete this
campaign, and our option to buy the
property expires June 2.
Generous lead gifts from many of the
Conservancy’s oldest and best friends
have put us over the halfway mark.
However, we still must raise more than
$500,000—a challenge that can only be
met with the help of every Maine Chapter
member.
If we step back and ask the question,
"Why are we doing this?”, there are many
answers.
Big Reed Pond is a place that lends itself
to superlatives. It is:
• New England’s largest virgin forest;
• two-thirds of the old-growth forest
left in Maine;
• 3,800 acres encompassing Big and
Little Reed ponds;
• home to the rare blueback trout,
found in only ten ponds in the world;
• a forest wilderness that has never
been cut or significantly altered by the
hand of man.
While there are many individual facets
of Big Reed Pond that make it excep
tional, its greatest value lies in the fact that
it is a large, self-sustaining forest
ecosystem unmatched for complexity and
diversity elsewhere in Maine.
After two summers of fieldwork,

Big Reed Pond

Moose

scientists have begun to unlock the
mysteries of a natural, unaltered forest
ecosystem. New discoveries, like the
presence of a lichen flora much more
diverse than seen anywhere else in
Maine’s forests, are tantalizing hints of the
secrets yet to be revealed.
Charlie Cogbill, a forest ecologist and
expert on old-growth forests, says of Big
Reed, "This is truly an undisturbed
system which is large enough to continue
intact. Both now and in the future there
will be no place that is qualitatively
similar.” Heritage community ecologist
Lissa Widoff, who spent a summer
conducting field surveys at Big Reed, put
the forest in another context: "It’s an
island; an incredibly diverse, living,
healthy forest ecosystem, set in a sea of
commercially managed forest.”
The importance of the Big Reed
ecosystem was pointed out by wildlife
biologist Mac Hunter of the University of
Maine. "Trying to save species one by one
is like trying to save the Taj Mahal stone
by stone. In Big Reed Pond we have a Taj
Mahal, a priceless ecosystem, unique in
the fullest of the word.”
Beyond its scientific values, the virgin
forest at Big Reed embodies the wilder
ness symbolism that has been, and
continues to be, one of the touchstones of
American literature and culture. Henry
David Thoreau, whose celebrated travels

through the great north woods took him
within 20 miles of Big Reed Pond, once
wrote, "We must be refreshed by the
sight of inexhaustible vigor, vast and
Titanic features, the sea coast with its
wrecks, the wilderness with its living and
decaying trees... We need to witness our
own limits trangressed, and some life
pasturing freely where we may never
wander.”
As both sanctuary and symbol, Big
Reed Pond is exceptional. With your
help, it will remain so for generations to
come.

Calypso orchid

Maine Chapter of
The Nature Conservancy

Field trips
SUMMER AND FALL 1987

1.

The birds of the Kennebunk Plains

(Kennebunk)
WHEN: Monday, June 1, 8 a.m. to noon
MEET AT: 1-95, Exit 3, southbound, West Kennebunk
COST: $5 members, $7 nonmembers
LIMIT: 15 people
This distinctive sandplain grassland supports a variety of
birds rare or unusual in Maine, including grasshopper
sparrow, upland sandpipers, vesper sparrows, horned larks
and meadowlark. We will examine the interaction of
commercial blueberry management with this distinctive avian
community and visit the prime tract the Conservancy is
acquiring. (Easy)
LEADERS: Peter D. Vickery, research ornithologist and veteran bird
tour leader; ]eff Wells, field assistant for Kennebunk Plains research for
three years.

2.

Flowering and non-flowering plants
of Morse Mountain (Phippsburg)
WHEN: Friday, June 19, 9 a.m. to noon
MEET AT: Corner of Route 209 Sc Route 216
in Phippsburg

COST: $5 members, $7 nonmembers
LIMIT: 15 people
The Bates Morse Mountain Coastal Research Area
includes a variety of natural communities. The shady cliffs
in the spruce woods are lush with ferns, mosses and rock
tripe, while the open pitch pine woodland on the summit
supports a diverse array of lichens as well as rare plants such
as broom crowberry and mountain sandwort. At this season
we should catch the last of spring bloomers in the shade and
the first of the brilliant yellow beach heather on the dunes.
Bring hand lens and lunch. Those who wish may stay on for
a closer look at the mysteries of moss and lichen
identification with the aid of a compound microscope set up
in a nearby cabin. (Easy)
LEADERS: Amy Forrester, Heritage Program botanist; Sue Van
Hook, lichenologist.

3.

Exploring Saco Heath (Saco)
WHEN: Saturday, June 27, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
MEET AT: Saco Drive-in on Route One
COST: $5 members, $7 nonmembers
LIMIT: 15 people

In late 1986 the Maine Chapter acquired 475 acres of

Saco Heath through a generous gift of Joseph Deering and
family. Lissa Widoff, a peatland ecologist, will show us what
makes this one of Maine’s most unique peatlands. Atlantic
white cedar and pitch pine dot the surface of the Heath,
which is the southernmost example of a domed peatland.
LEADER: Lissa Widoff, Heritage Program community ecologist.

Plovers and terns of Seawall Beach (Phippsburg)
WHEN: Thursday, July 16, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
MEET AT: Corner of Route 209 and Route 216,
Phippsburg

COST: $5 members, $7 nonmembers
LIMIT: 15 people
Piping plovers and least terns are two of Maine’s most
endangered nesting birds. Beleagured by beach development
and recreational pressure they now nest on only a few Maine
beaches. In recent years more and more plovers and terns
have been coming to nest on the relatively safe haven of
Seawall Beach adjacent to Bates Morse Mountain Coastal
Research Area. On this trip we will have a chance to watch
young piping plover chicks and observe the nesting activities
of least terns through telescopes to avoid disturbing the birds.
We will also learn about the tern and plover research and
monitoring efforts of the Maine Audubon Society, and the
successes and frustrations of efforts to help the birds survive
predators, high tides, and curious humans.
By mid-July we can also catch the first wave of "fall”
migrant shorebirds roosting and feeding on the beach.
LEADER: Peter D. Vickery, research ornithologist, and shorebird
enthusiast.

5. Butterflies of coastal raised peatlands
(Jonesport, Jonesboro)

(or Bugs, botany and bogs!)
WHEN: Friday, July 17, 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
MEET AT: Jonesport USCG station parking lot
COST: $5 members, $7 nonmembers
LIMIT: 10 people
Coastal plateau peatlands are a special kind of bog
confined in Maine to a narrow band of the Downeast coast.
Several unusual plants occur in these peatlands, as well as
some interesting butterflies.
Join us on a Natural Heritage Program field inventory for
Maine’s newest butterfly, the crowberry blue. Within each
peatland we will look for butterfly populations and study
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Registration
Clip and mail
with check to:
Maine Chapter
The Nature Conservancy
P.O. Box 338
122 Main Street
Topsham, Maine 04086
Phone: (207) 729-5181

Rafting the Dead River (The Forks)
WHEN: Saturday, July 18, 11:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
MEET AT: Voyagers Whitewater Headquarters

(cedar shingle house) on the left side of Route 201
in The Forks
COST: $60 per person
LIMIT: 12 people
The Dead River boasts the longest stretch of continuous
whitewater in New England. Although the river is usually
run in the spring, providing some of the most exciting
action, summer releases from the dam upstream produce a
Class III run with nearly continuous rapids. Using small
rafts, 11 feet long and holding five people each, you can each
take a turn at guiding, or sit back and enjoy the special beauty
of the undeveloped backcountry from Stony Brook to The
Forks. Along the way we’ll stop at any particularly promising
looking ledge outcrops to see if we can further the Heritage
Program’s inventory for several rare riverine plants, including
long-leaved bluet and hyssop-leaved fleabane. Lunch included.
(A brochure with further information is available from the
Chapter office or by writing Voyagers Whitewater, The Forks,
Maine.)
This trip sponsored by Voyagers Whitewater.
LEADERS: Mason Morfit, white-water enthusiast and Maine Chapter
director; Amy Forrester, Heritage Program botanist.

7•

Bald eagle ecology - Narraguagus Bay boat trip
WHEN: Saturday, August 1, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
(rain date: Sunday, August 2)

MEET AT: Public boat landing, Jonesport,
just off Route 187
(about one mile east of bridge to Beals)
COST: $30 members, $35 nonmembers
LIMIT: 30 people
Half a dozen pairs of bald eagles nest on the islands of
Narraguagus Bay (eight of which have been protected by

—
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the plant species composition of the site. Any discoveries
will be entered into the Natural Heritage Program data base.
Bring butterfly net, field guides, binoculars and lunch.
Wear field clothes and shoes suitable for vigorous—and
wet—hiking. We must move quickly to sample two to three
peatlands (including Larrabee Heath Preserve) before
capping the day with dinner and pie in Machias.
(Moderately strenuous)
LEADER: John Albright, Heritage Program director and zoologist.

6.

Total amount enclosed — . .

NAME
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HOME________________________

TNC). In early August young eagles can be easily seen from
the water without disturbing them. We’ll also have a chance
to peek in on the great blue heron rookery on Upper Birch
Island. Weather permitting, we’ll land on Flint Island
Preserve to enjoy a picnic and short hike. Bring lunch,
binoculars, camera.
LEADER: Charlie Todd, of the Bald Eagle Project. (Boat captain:
Barna Norton, Jonesport.)

8.

Aerial tour of the coast Downeast (Bar Harbor)
WHEN: Saturday, August 15, 10 a.m. to noon
MEET AT: Bar Harbor Airport
COST: $125 members, $140 nonmembers
LIMIT: 8 people

There is no more exciting way to appreciate the variety
and splendor of the Maine coastline than from the air. Our
aerial tour by twin engine Cessna 402 will give you an
eagle’s eye view of the islands and peninsulas protected by
the Conservancy from Penobscot to Passamaquoddy bays,
including Placentia, Great Duck, the Great Wass
archipelago and the other "Islands of Life.’’
Please note that this trip will only go in fair weather with
good visibility; but even so, please be advised that two hours
in a small plane, flying low enough to give you a good view,
may not suit everyone’s inner ears or stomach!
LEADER: Kent Wommack, associate director of the Maine
Chapter, a pilot himself, and thoroughly familiar with the aerial
perspective of Maine’s coastal geography.

9.

Bay of Fundy seabird and whalewatch boat trip

(Lubec)
WHEN: Sunday, August 23, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
(rain date: Monday, August 24)

MEET AT: Lubec public boat landing
COST: $30 members, $35 nonmembers
LIMIT: 20 people
In late summer millions of northern phalaropes and
Bonaparte’s gulls gather in Passamaquoddy Bay. The waters

offshore are home to puffins, auks, gannets and petrels,
humpbacks, finbacks, pilot whales and the endangered right
whale. With Captain Butch Huntley’s experience, our
chances of seeing some large sea mammals are excellent.
Bring binoculars, lunch, and protection against chill wind
and spray.
LEADER: Peter Vickery, field ornithologist and veteran natural
history tour leader. (Boat captain: Butch Huntley, Lubec.)

10.

close views of grey and harbor seals on the rugged island
shores. Bring lunch, binoculars, and protection from ocean
weather.
LEADERS: Boh Bowman, Maine Whalewatch; Steve Mullane,
whale and seabird biologist.

Great Wass Archipelago boat trip (Jonesport)
WHEN: Saturday, August 29, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
(rain date: Sunday, August 30)

MEET AT: Public boat landing, Jonesport,
just off Route 187, about one mile east of bridge
to Beals
COST: $30 members, $35 nonmembers
LIMIT: 30 people
The Great Wass Island archipelago is as lovely in the fall
as in the spring. The islands surrounding Great Wass offer
fascinating flora, fauna and scenery. This trip is timed to
catch the bloom of the rare star gentian on the outer islands.
But it is also an excellent time to see immature bald eagles,
razorbills and occasional puffins. The day will be spent
boating around the islands with a lunch stop on Mistake
Island to stretch our legs and enjoy its distinctive subarctic
heathland community.
LEADER: Barbara Vickery, Maine Chapter stewardship director,
botanist.

Damariscove Island history and prehistory
WHEN: Saturday, August 29, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
COST: $20 members, $25 nonmembers
LIMIT: 15 people
NOTE: To register for this trip contact:
Maine Audubon field trips, 118 U.S. Route One,
Falmouth, ME 04105 (207/781-2330)
LEADER: Dr. Alaric Faulkner, professor of historical
archeology at the University of Maine.

11.

Flora of the Kennebunk Plains (Kennebunk)
WHEN: Saturday, September 5, 9 a.m. to noon
MEET AT: 1-95, Exit 3 southbound, West Kennebunk
COST: $5 members, $7 nonmembers
LIMIT: 15 people
In early September, the Plains are a sea of purple with

northern blazing star, a rare flower more abundant here than
anywhere else on earth. The blazing star shares the Plains
with a variety of grasses and composites at their best in fall.
The Chapter is working to protect the Plains, a unique
natural community that is also home to the endangered
grasshopper sparrow.
LEADER: Barbara Vickery, Maine Chapter stewardship director,
botanist.

12.

Downeast seabird and whalewatch boat trip
WHEN: Monday, September 7, 8:15 a.m. to 5 p.m.
MEET AT: Cranberry Isles ferry dock,

Save this brochure as a reminder
of places and times.
Reservations:
Make your reservations early. They will be accepted on a
first come, first served basis; members of The Nature
Conservancy have first preference for trip space.

Reservations with payment must be made in writing or
in person, not by phone, at least five days before the trip.
You will receive a letter confirming your reservation(s)
and providing you with any additional directions you
may need for each trip.

Rates
To secure your place on any trip, we must have received
your fare at least five days before the trip. The prices
reflect the direct costs of the trip and indirect costs of
processing reservations. Same rates apply for children

and adults.

Cancellations:
The Nature Conservancy reserves the right to cancel any
trip. If we must do so, reservation fees will be refunded and
we will make every effort to notify you. Due to minimal
registration fee, cancellations made by you will not be
refunded but may be considered a gift to TNC if you notify
the Chapter Office at least five days before the trip. Land
trips will be held rain or shine. Boat trips are
weather-dependent.

Northeast Harbor

COST: $30 members, $35 nonmembers
LIMIT: 30 people
The animal life in the Gulf of Maine in late summer is
especially varied, including fulmars, shearwaters, alcids,
gannets, harbor porpoises, dolphins, pilot and finback
whales. On the way out, if sea conditions permit, those
willing to brave a risky landing will be set ashore to spend
an hour exploring Great Duck Island Preserve, while the
more sensible circumnavigate the Duck islands and enjoy the

What to bring:
Field clothes, sturdy shoes, binoculars, camera, sun/rain
protection, insect repellent, lunch, and something to
drink. Dress for the weather, both expected and unexpected.

Questions:
Contact Jeanne Desjardins at the Chapter office
(207-729-5181) during business hours.

PREVIEW
Annual meeting,
September 26
Register now to be sure of your choice of field trip.
Watch for the newsletter with all the details and
official registration form for the annual meeting
dinner and celebration.
The annual meeting will be held in the Bethel area and will
feature field trips, followed by the annual meeting, social hour,
and dinner at the Bethel Inn. Our special guest speaker will be
Frank Boren, President of The Nature Conservancy. Be sure to
mark the date on your calendar!

Field trips:
1A. Step Falls and Grafton Notch (Newry)
WHEN: 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
MEET AT: Step Falls Preserve parking lot, on Route 26,
7.6 miles north of Route 2
LIMIT: 15 people
COST: $5 members, $7 nonmembers
As the Maine Chapter’s first preserve, Step Falls has long been a
popular spot for a family hike or picnic. The panoramic view of
surrounding mountains glowing with autumn color makes the short
climb to the top of the 135-foot falls well worthwhile. From there
we will go on to explore the 60-foot-deep potholes at Screw Auger
Falls, as well as Moose Cave and Old Speck Falls in spectacular
Grafton Notch. (Easy-moderate)
LEADER: Ed Richardson, Chapter trustee, nature photographer,
botanist.

2A. Haystack Notch Hike (Stoneham)
WHEN: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
MEET AT: The trail head is on the east of the
Evans Notch Road (Route 113 south) 6'/t miles south of
Route 2, after the entrances to Mud Brook and Caribou Trails
LIMIT: 15 people
COST: $5 members, $7 nonmembers
Haystack Notch in the White Mountain National Forest has been
recommended as a Research Natural Area because it is an
outstanding example of a rich woods community. Two rare plants
and a wide variety of other herbs abound in the understory of the
mature forest of beech and sugar maple.
A 1!4 hour (two mile) moderate hike from the trail head will
bring us to the Notch. Bring a lunch. (Moderate)
LEADER: Lissa Widoff, Natural Heritage Program community
ecologist.

3 A. Virginia Lake (Stoneham)
WHEN: 12 noon to 4 p.m.
MEET AT: Junction of Virginia Lake Road and Route 5
(next to Keewaydin Lake)
LIMIT: 20 people
COST: $5 members, $7 nonmembers
The Nature Conservancy recently purchased the Virginia Lake
property, a spectacular 1,700-acre addition to the White Mountain
National Forest. Virgina Lake, the largest lake within the Forest, is
undeveloped and is a great place to see moose, herons, loons,
snapping turtles and other wildlife.
We will have a leisurely lunch on the grounds of The Antlers, a
majestic, turn-of-the-century summer cottage which overlooks the
lake and the White Mountains. We will then have plenty of time to

explore the lake by canoe in search of moose and other wildlife.
This is a perfect, relaxed trip for the entire family. A limited
number of boats will be available for participants who cannot bring
their own canoes.
LEADER: Kent Wommack, Chapter associate director.

4A. Sucker Brook Preserve (Lovell)
WHEN: 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
MEET AT: Lovell town landing on Horseshoe Pond
(Map will be sent to trip participants)
LIMIT: 12 people
COST: $5 members, $7 nonmembers
For its half-mile within the preserve, Sucker Brook is alternately
a rocky brook shaded by hemlock and pine and a wide sunny
beaver flowage bordered by lush royal ferns.
An easy one-mile loop trail along the brook allows visitors a
chance to spot migrant thrushes and fall mushrooms in the forest
and waterfowl and moose from the shores of Moose Pond. (Easy)
LEADER: Barbara Vickery, Chapter stewardship director, botanist.

5 A.

Speckled Mountain hike (Stoneham)
WHEN: Saturday, September 26 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
MEET AT: The trail head. (A map will be sent to participants)
LIMIT: 15 people
COST: $5 members, $7 nonmembers
The summit and open ledges of Speckled Mountain offer
spectacular views of the White Mountains, including Mount
Washington, approximately 15 miles to the west. Located in the
White Mountain National Forest, the mountain also overlooks
Virginia Lake and the rolling hills of western Maine.
This will be a strenuous hike; we plan to cover at least eight
miles, four of which will be steadily and profoundly uphill. Please
bring a lunch and plenty of water, as well as sufficient clothing for
wet, windy and/or cold weather.
LEADERS: Ruth Ann Hill, Amy and Richard Forrester, TNC staff
and enthusiastic and vigorous hikers prone to botanizing, birding,
photographing and otherwise enjoying distractions along the way.

Make it a weekend holiday!
Please note: The Chapter will not be handling reservations for
rooms so please be sure to contact the appropriate businesses as soon
as possible, especially since popular inns are often booked months in
advance during fall foliage season.

A spectacular
opportunity

A land office business
In the mid-1800s, you could buy an
acre of Maine wilderness for 50 cents, or
roughly the price of a half-day’s wages
for an average working person. The
states of Maine and Massachusetts
(which, more than 20 years after Maine
gained statehood, still owned interest in
most of northern Maine) were auc
tioning off eight million acres of public
lands as fast as they possibly could. Most
of the lands sold were still almost
completely inaccessible, and had been
visited only by the survey crews that
drew the township boundaries.
Big Reed Pond lies in two townships,
T8R10 and T8R11 WELS (Township 8,
Range 10 West of the East Line of the
State; the WELS line was one of the
baselines for the original survey of the
state.) These townships are in the
Aroostook River drainage, an area
claimed by England until the CanadianAmerican boundary dispute was re
solved by the Aroostook War and the
signing of the Webster-Ashburton
treaty in 1842. Once the question of
sovereignty was settled, speculators were
immediately attracted to the new lands
and the promise of timber riches.
In 1844, land agents for the states of
Maine and Massachusetts sold T8R10
and T8R11 at auction for the princely
sums of 50 and 60 cents per acre,
respectively. Speculators bought the
townships and held them for awhile;
then, when the price was right, sold
partial or undivided interests in the land.
The businessmen who eventually bought
and consolidated their interests in these
townships, and who subsequently
passed them down to their heirs, are
today represented by Pingree Associates.
Unlike the millions of acres of

industrial forest surrounding it, the Big
Reed forest was never logged. Until
recently, it was not economically feasible
or desirable to cut these woods. In the
early 1800s, lumbermen were looking
for large white pine that grew within easy
hauling distance of waterways big
enough to float the logs. Big Reed has
relatively few white pine and, most
important, no sizable streams run
through or near the forest. In the years
that followed, the lumber markets
expanded and the paper industry grew,
increasing the potential value of the trees
at Big Reed, but it was still difficult and
expensive to get them to market by
water.
Today, roads reach into nearly every
formerly remote sanctuary in the Maine
woods, and it would be possible to log
the Big Reed forest in a matter of
months. Fortunately, the Pingree family
deliberately postponed cutting of this
remarkable forest and sought a group
willing to take responsibility for its long
term protection. Their foresight is the
only thing that has saved the Big Reed
forest until now.

Maine’s last virgin forest
up for sale?!
The Maine Chapter of The Nature
Conservancy would like to announce an
outstanding investment opportunity. Big
Reed Pond is for sale. It is again possible
for any and all persons to acquire a
guaranteed and secure interest in the
exceptional Big Reed Pond lands—a
forest that has remained untouched by
more than 150 years of land speculation,
lumbering and development.
To acquire and protect this irreplace
able virgin forest, the Maine Chapter
must raise $1.1 million. You can help save
the Big Reed forest by joining the Maine
Chapter as a co-investor in this spec
tacular tract of north Maine woods. Your
philanthropic investment will be docu
mented with a richly detailed certificate.
Most important, we promise a handsome
return on your investment—the know
ledge that you have helped to protect Big
Reed... Maine’s last virgin forest.

Please check your mail for detailed
information on this once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity.
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State Planning Office studies
natural resource data
management
Recognizing the need for improved
efficiency in both permit review and
conservation planning, the State Planning
Office recently called for a study of the
state’s natural areas data management
needs. A private consultant completed
this study for the SPO Land and Water
Resources Council at the end of last year.
The report surveyed many sources of
natural resource information available to
state agencies and recognized the Chap
ter’s Natural Heritage Program as the
"only fully developed and operational
natural areas data management system
within the three Maine natural areas
conservation programs.”
The report recommends that the
Critical Areas Program and the Nongame
Program adopt the Maine Natural
Heritage Program data management
approach to effectively create a "Maine
Natural Area Data Management System.”
This unified system would be an impor
tant aid to setting conservation priorities,
providing comprehensive and empirical
information on significant natural areas,
nongame wildlife, and rare and endan
gered species.
As the state contemplates spending
new bond monies on a major land
acquisition program, the ability to
identify the most important natural areas
will become even more critical. We look
forward to working with the state to
implement the recommendations of the

Painted
trillium

Memorial gifts
Gifts in memory of the following
individuals have been received by the
Maine Chapter:
Dr. Charles Clark
Ethel Moyer Dyer
Kenneth Frazee
Frederick Hillman
Norton H. Lamb, Sr.
Mrs. Robert E. Pettit
N. Morton Safford
Napoleon St. Pierre
Claire Stoner

Corporate memberships
We are pleased to have received
support from the following, and welcome
them as corporate members of the Maine
Chapter:
L.L. Bean, Inc.
WMGX-FM

Grants to help communities protect
and learn about wildlife are available from
the Department of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife Nongame Program. Grants will
be made for up to $400, and are expected
to be used as seed money to start projects
that will continue after the grant ends.
This program, for community projects, is
not to be confused with the Nongame
Program’s small grants for research.
Applications are due May 1. For a copy
of the grant application and more
information, please call Judy Kellogg
Markowsky at 866-2110, after 3 p.m.
weekdays, evenings and weekends.
6 — Maine Legacy, April 1987

WELCOME!
We’d like to welcome the 1,300 new
members who have joined the Maine
Chapter since the beginning of the year.
More than 10,000 households now
support the Chapter’s work, making it
possible for the Conservancy to do more
than ever before to protect Maine’s
natural heritage.

New life members
Any gift of $1,000 or more to the
Maine Chapter Land Preservation Fund
provides a life membership for the donor
and spouse in the Maine Chapter of The
Nature Conservancy. All such gifts
furnish a long-term source of support to
help save land here in Maine.
We are pleased to welcome as a new life
member:
Lloyd Wells

Editor’s note:

Nongame Program funds
community wildlife projects

checkoff that funds the state Nongame
Program, and it recently co-sponsored
the first joint forestry and wildlife
conference. It continues to seek sound,
scientifically based management and
conservation for all Maine’s wildlife.
Kent Wommack, the Conservancy’s
Maine Chapter associate director, recently
completed a month-long tour of India as a
member of a study group sponsored by
the Rotary Foundation. The Foundation
funds exchange visits between countries
with the goal of promoting international
understanding and goodwill.
Kent travelled through the state of
Uttar Pradesh in northeastern India,
visiting factories, schools and businesses,
learning more about how the Indians live
and work. He also talked with people
involved in natural resource conservation
in India.

In the last issue, the name of new life
members Ralph and Liedeke Hagopian was
misspelled. We apologize sincerely for the
error.

Staff news
John Albright, Chapter Heritage
Program director, has been elected
president of the Maine Chapter of the
Wildlife Society. The Wildlife Society is
an international organization of profes
sional wildlife scientists, educators,
administrators and law enforcement
officials. The Maine chapter has more
than 100 members representing univer
sities, state agencies, industry, and
private conservation organizations. The
Wildlife Society was instrumental in
drafting legislation creating the tax
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PUBLIC LAND
ACQUISITION

Across
the nation
The state of Maine is not alone in
recognizing the need for a major public
land acquisition program. In fact, in the
last several years, a total of 15 states have
passed similar measures designed to
increase their public land holdings, and at
least 11 more are considering such
initiatives this year.
While each state’s legislation has been
tailored to its particular needs, all of the
initiatives have the same basic goal—to
protect that state’s most important
natural areas before they are lost.
Most of these efforts have been led by a
broad coalition of groups representing
business, tourism, recreation, conserva
tion and other interests. In fact, one of the
hallmarks of such legislation in other
states has been strong support from both
environmental and economic develop
ment groups, constituents who have often
found themselves on opposite sides of
other legislative proposals.
The mechanism for funding public land
acquisition programs has varied from
state to state. Several states have used
permanent funding sources, such as real
estate transfer taxes, to fund public land
acquisitions. Bond issues, such as the $50
million bond being considered by Maine,
have been passed in five states, for a total
of nearly $350 million in land acquisition
monies.
To date, the following states have
enacted legislation establishing public
land acquisition programs: Colorado,
Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Indiana,
Iowa, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota,
New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island,
South Carolina, Tennessee, and Texas.
Together, these 15 states plan to spend
over $1.3 billion on these programs in the
next five years—an average of $87

million per state.
The public benefits of such programs
have not been lost on our New England
neighbors, either. Every New England
state which has not already passed
legislation is considering a public land
acquisition initiative this legislative
session.
There is no doubt that this is an idea
whose time has come—not only in
Maine, but throughout the country.

Virginia Lake, an unspoiled lake set in 1,700 acres of forest in the White Mountains, will
be transferred by the Conservancy to the White Mountain National Forest later this year.

Public-private partnerships
The concept of working with public
agencies to protect lands of mutual
concern is nothing new to The Nature
Conservancy. Over the last few decades,
the Conservancy has acquired nearly
9,500 acres of prime natural lands in
Maine on behalf of local, state and federal
agencies. These cooperative projects
represent approximately one-third of all
Maine Chapter land acquisitions to date.
There are many advantages to both the
Conservancy and public agencies in
pooling our resources on key projects.
Government agencies are often bound by
bureaucratic regulations or appropriation
schedules that hinder their ability to move
quickly to save a threatened parcel of
land. As a private organization, the
Conservancy has often been asked to
acquire such parcels on the agency’s
behalf, and to then hold the property
until the agency is able to repurchase it.
We did this most recently for the U.S.
Forest Service, protecting unspoiled
Virginia Lake and 1,700 acres of forest
lands for transfer later this year to the
White Mountain National Forest.
In well over half the cases, the
Conservancy has been able to arrange
outright gifts of land, which are then
passed on to the appropriate public
agency at no cost to taxpayers. Among the
many outstanding natural areas acquired

for public agencies by the Maine Chapter
are:
Moosehorn National Wildlife Refuge
Petit Manan
Bois Bubert Island
Cross Island archipelago
White Mountain National Forest
Shirley Valley
Virginia Lake
Rachel Carson National Wildlife Refuge
Little River Marsh
Mousam River additions
Acadia National Park
Baker Island (part)
Blackwoods Campground
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Great Duck Island
Hurd’s Pond
U.S. National Park Service
Appalachian Trail additions

Groups such as Maine Coast Heritage
Trust have also arranged significant
donations of lands and conservation
easements to local, state and federal
agencies in recent years.
Clearly, working together to protect
Maine’s most important natural areas
allows both public agencies and private
organizations to stretch their limited
resources. If state leaders vote to launch a
serious land acquisition effort, they will
find the private sector organizations ready
to work with them in partnership.
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PUBLIC LAND ACQUISITION

The $50 million questions
Here are some common questions which have been asked about the proposed $50 million public land acquisition bond:

Q: How much of Maine’s land is held in the public interest?
A: About five percent of the state’s total acreage

lands containing features of statewide significance.
Specifically included are sites which have: high-priority
recreation, fishery, wildlife, conservation or scenic values; a
prime physical feature of the Maine landscape; outstanding
ecological communities; or habitat for rare or endangered
species.

(approximately 900,000 acres) is owned by public agencies.
The vast majority of this land is in northern and eastern
Maine, far from the major population centers. Maine—
"Vacationland”—ranks near the bottom among all states in
publicly owned land as a percentage of total acreage.

Q: Who could participate in this program?

Q: Why does Maine have so little public land?
A: The public has traditionally been allowed to use private
lands—especially millions of acres of private forest lands—for
recreation, so large public holdings were not needed. But as
more and more of Maine’s lands are subdivided, developed
and/or closed to the public, we are quickly losing the natural
areas we have always taken for granted.

Q: Isn’t $50 million a lot of money for land acquisition?
A: Unfortunately, no. Land prices are skyrocketing in Maine,
and are not likely to get any lower in the future. In southern
Maine, undeveloped interior land often sells for $1,000 to
$10,000 per acre. Coastal shorefront, which is in high demand
for public access, sells for $100,000 per acre and more.
Several New England states have passed or proposed similar
bond programs of up to $250 million each!
Q: Are other states undertaking similar initiatives?

A: Absolutely! Fifteen states have already passed major public
land acquisition programs; they will spend on average
$87 million—each—over the next five years on land
protection. Eleven other states are actively considering similar
initiatives this legislative session.
Q: What types of natural lands would qualify for funding?
A: The legislation authorizes funding for a wide variety of

A: Private, non-profit organizations, conservation
commissions, and local towns would be encouraged to work
with state agencies in acquiring important lands and
submitting funding proposals. All acquired lands would
belong to the state.

Q: Can Maine afford to bond $50 million?
A: Yes. Maine’s bonded indebtedness level is currently well
within its policy guidelines. With interest rates so low, this is
an excellent time to borrow funds for this purpose.

Q: Who is actively supporting the $50 million bond proposal?
A: The proposal has been endorsed by civic and business
leaders throughout Maine, including leading representatives
from tourism, development, labor, banking, real estate,
sportsmen, forestry, conservation and other organizations.
They realize that protecting Maine’s quality of life will also
help attract new business and enhance the state’s economic
climate.

Q: Why is public land acquisition important to The Nature
Conservancy?

A: It is clear that private land conservation funds can never
purchase all of Maine’s most important natural areas. The bond
monies would protect a wide range of natural lands, including
habitat for endangered species and outstanding natural
communities of interest to the Conservancy.
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